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be selfish! Observe Othello's 'honest*, and
Cassio's 'bold' lago, and Cassio's full guileless-
hearted wishes for the safety and love-raptures
of Othello and 'the divine Desdemona'. And
also note the exquisite circumstance of Cassio's
kissing lago's wife, as if it ought to be imposs-
ible that the dullest auditor should not feel
Cassio's religious love of Desdemona's purity,
lago's answers are the sneers which a proud
bad intellect feels towards woman, and expresses
to a wife. Surely it ought to be considered a
very exalted compliment to women, that all the
sarcasms on them in Shakespeare are put in
the mouths of villains.
Ib.

Des. I am not merry; but I do beguile, etc.

The   struggle   of   courtesy   in  Desdemona  to
abstract her attention.
Ib.

(lago aside.) He takes her by the palm: Ay, well said,
whisper; with as little a web as this, will I ensnare as
great a fly as Cassio. Ay, smile upon her, do, etc.

The importance given to trifles, and made
fertile by the villainy of the observer.

Ib.    lago's dialogue with Roderigo.

This is the rehearsal on the dupe of the
traitor's intentions on Othello.

Ib.    lago's soliloquy:

But partly led to diet my revenge,
For that I do suspect the lusty Moor
Hath leap'd into my seat.

This thought, originally by lago's own confess-
ion a mere suspicion, is now ripening, and gnaws